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Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions in Horizon 2020

• €6.2 billion budget

• In the Excellence Science Pillar

• Funds All Research Areas (no 
thematic calls or priorities)

• Implemented via Annual 
Calls for Proposals

Marie 
S-Curie 
Actions

Training

MobilityCareer
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Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions Calls

RISE Research & Innovation Staff Exchange

ITN Innovative Training Networks

COFUND Co-financing fellowship or doctoral 
programmes with transnational mobility

NIGHT European Researchers’ Night

IF Individual Fellowships
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Innovative Training Networks (ITN)

• Objective: 
To train a new generation of creative, 
entrepreneurial and innovative 
researchers

• A Research Training Programme for 
Early-Stage Researchers (ESRs)
Less than 4 years’ research experience 
after undergrad

Quality of research training
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3 ITN  Modes



European Programmes Service (VICYT)

Mobility Rule

• To be eligible to join a MSCA ITN a researcher
cannot have resided in the country of host
organisation for > 12 months in the last 3 years prior
to the recruitment

• No nationality/citizenship requirements
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Academic: consists of public or private higher education
establishments awarding academic degrees, public or private
non-profit research organisations whose primary mission is
to pursue research, and international European interest
organisations

Non-Academic: includes any socio-economic actor not
included in the academic sector and fulfilling the
requirements of the Horizon 2020 Rules for Participation.
e.g. Industry (incl. SMEs), charities, NGOs, government/public
bodies, national archives, libraries…

Two sectors
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A typical ITN

• Consortium of organisations from different countries and 
sectors
1. Beneficiaries: recruit researchers
2. Partner Organisations: host secondments/provide training

• Propose a joint research programme 

• Recruit researchers across the consortium–each 
researcher has an Individual Research Project

• Advanced research skills and transferable skills training
• Networking events

• Secondments for each researcher to another sector 
(academic to non-academic, or vice-versa)
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ITN Consortium Tips

• No maximum consortium size – 6 to 10 beneficiaries is
considered manageable

• Must have non-academic sector participating 
(beneficiaries) 

• Ok to have more than one partner from same country but 
no more than 40% of the budget can go to one country

• Ok to include many non-European countries as
beneficiaries or partner orgs – but “high income”
countries (e.g. US, BRIC) are better off applying as partner
orgs
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ITN Funding Model

Living Allowance: country correction factor applies (host country) 
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Individual Fellowships (IF)

Acquire and Transfer 
new knowledge

• Objective:
Enhance the creative and innovative
potential of experienced researchers
by providing them with opportunities
to acquire new knowledge, work on
research projects in a European
context or outside Europe

• Experienced Researchers (ERs)
Researchers that are in possession of a 

doctoral degree or have at least 4 years 
of full-time equivalent research 
experience at the Call deadline
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2 IF Modes
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Overview IF criteria to be fullfilled
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A typical IF (I)

• An Individual research project: training-through-research under
the direct supervision of the supervisor / key staff of the
institution

• Hands on training: 
� for developing scientific skills (new techniques, instruments, 
etc.)

� for developing and acquiring transferable skills:  
� Proposal preparation to request funding
� Patent applications, management of IPR, take up and exploitation of 
results, entrepreneurship… 
�Action management, task coordination, how to properly communicate 
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A typical IF (II)

• Intersectoral or interdisciplinary transfer of knowledge:
Secondments

� Have to take place in a Partner Organisation in a MS / AC
� Importance of the involvement of the non-academic sector

• Organization of scientific /Training / dissemination events

• Communication, outreach activities, public engagement 



European Programmes Service (VICYT)

IF Funding Model

• 100% financing

• Living Allowance: country correction factor applies (host 

country) 

• Gross EU contribution: 55.800 €/ year 
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Deadlines 2015

CALL OPENING 
DATE

CLOSING 
DATE

Innovative Training 
Networks  (ITN)

2-Sep-2014 13-Jan-2015

Research & Innovation 
Staff Exchange (RISE)

6-Jan-2015 28-Apr-2015

Individual Fellowships (IF) 12-Mar-2015 10-Sep-2015

COFUND 14-Apr-2015 1-Oct-2015

The 2016-2017 Work Programme will be published in Q3 2015
MSCA Calls will run on ~same schedule annually until 2020
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Useful links

• Research and Innovation Participants´Portal 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html

• Web and Blog Marie Curie Sklodowska-Curie Actions 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
http://mariecurieactions.blogspot.com.es/

• European Charter for Researchers and The Code of Conduct   
for the Recruitment of Researchers 

http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/pdf/brochure_rights/eur_21620_es-en.pdf

• EURAXESS
http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/
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Looking for a MSCA in Spain?
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Looking for a MSCA in CSIC?

We have a lot of successful experiences!

In FP7: 243 Marie Curie projects funded
In H2020 (only two calls): 23 IF, 15 ITN, 5 RISE & 1NIGHT

Please contact with us:

European Programmes Service programas.europeos@csic.es

María Herrero (MSCA Manager) maria.herrero@csic.es

Esther Pérez (MSCA Manager) esther.perez@csic.es
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MANY THANKS FOR 
YOUR  ATTENTION!


